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PREFACE

The geographical position and morphometric features of the Black Sea have made it an
ecologically vulnerable target that has been influenced by human activities over the centuries.
Living conditions for different populations, species or bioceneoses have dramatically altered
during the last decades. Fish stocks and other living marine resources have been declining as
a result of pollution, over fishing, and physical destruction of habitats; the situation is
particularly serious for demersal stocks. The decline in stocks is creating unfavorable
conditions for the sustainable livelihood of coastal populations. This is why the Strategic
Action Plan on the Protection and Rehabilitation of the Black Sea has called the ‘ecosystem

approach’ that requires improvement of habitats for the management of fisheries and living
marine resources.

The GEF is providing support to the Black Sea coastal countries for establishing a
regionally coordinated approach for rational exploitation of marine living resources
and conservation of the biodiversity of the Black Sea through promotion of responsible
fisheries, integration of ecosystem considerations in fisheries management, and
supporting the adoption of a regionally binding legal instrument among the coastal
states. In line with this objective, a series of activities for studying the requirements of
ecosystem-based fisheries in the Black Sea and for formulating technical measures,
such as establishment of stock replenishment zones or Marine Protected Areas,
improving fishing practices, backstopping inter-governmental negotiations for the
adoption of a legal instrument, awareness raising and stakeholder participation for
fisheries are being undertaken within the framework of the Black Sea Environmental

Programme, a joint initiative of the Black Sea Commission and its partners to
safeguard the Black Sea.

As part of the Black Sea Environmental Programme, the UNDP-GEF Black Sea
Ecosystem Recovery Project and the Turkish Marine Research Foundation (TUDAV)
have co-sponsored the ‘Workshop on Responsible Fisheries and the Case of Demersal
Fish Resources in the Black Sea & Azov Sea’ that was held on 15-17 April 2003 in
Sile, a beautiful Black Sea coastal town nearby Istanbul Turkey.




The Workshop brought together the representatives of governmental institutions
responsible for fisheries management in each country, fisheries and environmental
experts from the region and elsewhere, and representatives of specialized agencies
such as FAO and others. The Workshop aimed to provide an update of fisheries
management in the Black Sea since the last joint review made in 1997 and to suggest
further measures that need to be taken at the national, regional, and international level
for improved management of fisheries and conservation of populations, diversity and

habitats of living marine resources, with a special focus on the demersal fish
resources.

This publication consists of the papers submitted to the special session of the
Workshop on the Demersal Fish Resources of the Black Sea and Azov Sea by
scientists from all coastal countries. The papers highlight the situation of the stocks
and their ecology. thus provide a useful insight for further research needed as well as
for identification of priorities for their management in an ecologically and
economically sustainable manner.

We thank Dr. Ayaka Amaha OZTURK and Ms. Elif OZGUR for their help in editing
this volume.
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